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| Cummuunion offered to them, and particularly 


Ithe Synod of RELIEr, refuſe that the terms 
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Daw tha; tine 90 eilt pee 1 
this Letter was circulating, the Author 
has been at no loſs to know, that no mall de- 
ree of offence has been taken and expreſſed, 

ae againſt one, and ſometimes a 
another, as the ſuppoſed writer of it; and ef- 
pecially by thoſe members of the Synod of 
RELIEF, as are not the leaſt active to promote 
the ſpurious principles it is intended to expoſe. ve 
His deſign, however, was not to give offence, 
but to preſent the world with a juſt view of the 
very ſingular terms of miniſterial and chriſtian 


thoſe under the inſpection of the Synod of Rx 
LIEF, as he has reaſon to believe, few if any 
of them, are really acquainted with theſe terms. 
That ſome are offended at the freedom uſed in 
the following Leger, is not at all to be . 
ſtrange: Where. ever truth is oppoſed to error, 
it cannot readily fail, in the caſe of the erro- Y 
neous, either to convince, or elſe to have an 
irritating effect. I am credibly informed, that 
ſome, both Miniſters and bes: fo belonging to 


and explanation animadverted upon, were ever 
gone into by them; That the people refuſe it, 
may be ſome way accounted for, from what is 
ſu ggeſted above; but how any of the 8 - 
can, is not lo. nin to be conceived, 1 can, 
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PRE FACE 


Jenin; appeal to the Levoblls of lhe "Syn od 
of RELIE, if they are not really their own, 
0 and have the. charity to believe, Mr Boſton wall 


not-retuſe, that the Terms of Communion were 
extracted by him, and ſent to the Relief Preſ- 
by ytery of - Glaſgow ; and that Mr William 


5 Hine will not deny, that the explanation is the 


fame that was procured from himſelf ſome time 
ago, and for the extracting of which, as Synod- 


clerk, he was paid in common form. It is more- 


over no ſecret, That the Reverend Mr Co- 


wan in Colinſpurgh (Who was once a member 


ol the Preſpytery of RELIET) with the main 


body of the numerous congregation, he is 


connected with, have, for ſeveral years paſt, 

been in a ſtate of ſeparation from the Synod of 
REILIET, and that principally, upon the 0 
of their going into theſe terms of communion; 


and which, in my judgment, laid a ſufficient 


undatio for their ſo doing, And were it 


needful, undeniable inſtances might be conde- 
ſcended on, wherein ſome Miniſters of the Sy- 
nod of RELIET, have in practice, acted in an 


exact agreeableneſs to the terms here ſet forth: 

And that in ſo doing, they may conſider from 
whence they have fallen, return, and give glo- 
ry to the Lord, by relinquiſhing the unſeriptu- 


ral and anti re formation principles they have 


dark mountains, is th 


been left to embrace, before he cauſe darkneſs, 


and their feet ſtumble more and more upon the 
Gb a with of 
ER; 2 The AUTHOR. 
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41” TERMS « or - COMMUNION, - 
r 0 br 
Il ae ud AGREED vron BY” "THE 5 ns 8 
— scors METHODISTS, &e. 175 
n Wy 
C CE 4 44 44 << . e 1 tot 5 
* IN F Compliance with your 326855 1 hive ſent you! an Po 
4 Extract of the Terms of Miniſterial and Chriſtiasnũ 
* 2 adopted by thoſe who deſign then: 
A ſelves the ParsBYTERY of RELIET; with their own 
1 Explanation of ſaid Terms; as I had them from one, 
is] who was of their number, when thoſe Terms were "þ 
t, gone into by them, but ſaw cauſe to break off Mi-“ 
of |  Diſterial and Chriſtian Communion with ny ever 
\t ſince. 1 5 
; 5 TERMS of COMMUNION. 
It e A MOTION was made by Mr Cowan; del 


it © ing to know the mind of the Meeting, with reſpect 
« ta. holding Miniſterial and Chriſtian Communion 
« with hol of the Epiſcopal and Independent per. 
ry c“ ſuaſion ; and with reſpect to (thoſe who are un- 
nf „ found in the eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith; 
2 ee . by their publications to the world. 


mf Wich reſpect to the laſt of theſe, the Meeting 

2. | © unanimouſly agreed, that their principles did not 
- & allow them to hold Communion with ſuch.— 5 
e With reſpect to the other, viz, Miniſterial o 
3 „ Chriſtian Communion occaſionally with thoſe ß 
8, the Epiſcopal or Independent perſuaſion, te 
15 « Meeting being of different opinions, put a vote; 

« Hold NINE * thoſe of * „ Mee or 
* 5 e Independent 
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| e Independent aku e upon ſuppo- | 


« tion always, that they are by profeſſion , viſible 


« ſaints, or not? And the roll being called, and 


cc votes marked, it carried, Hold Communion. And 
e therefore, the Meeting find it agreeable to- the 


% principles of the PRrESrBYTERY of REL1EF, to 


* hold communion. occaſionally with ſuch,” 


ExPLANATION of the above N by ths SyxoD 


of RxLixr, at an after-meeting, being informed 
that their adopting them, was followed with diſ- 
* and confuſion among their followers. 


- EpinBurGn, June rſt, 1774. 
76 THE Synod peing informed, thet their late 
% Judgment, with reſpect to Miniſterial and Chriſ- 
« tian Communion „ firſt given at the Conſultative 
% Meeting, at the deſire of Meſſrs Cruden and 


© Cowan, had been miſtaken by ſome, and miſre- 


155 preſented by others; to the diſturbing of ſeveral 


„ Congregations, and the ſtumbling. of well-diſpoſed 
people: The Synod, therefore, think themſelves 


&« bound, to give. an Explanation, and fully CERT eſs 
« their ſenſe of ſaid Judgment. And, 
6 1, They ſay, As our Opinion with reſpect to that 


1 
* 
Lay — 


; ee great Article of the Communion of Saints, we 


* 
* 


preſumed, had been no ſecret; it would not have 


occurred to us, to have delivered our Mind upon 


„it, had not the importunity of the above two Mem- 
40 bers, induced us to it. 
e 2. We have been miſtaken and miſrepreſented + 
& exceedingly, either by the weak, or the deſigning ; 


« who have thought, as if in that Judgment of ours, 
e we had not been of the ſame mind, with what is 


« expreſſed in the, 26th Chap. of the Weſtminſter | 
% Confeflion of Fanh, we firſt and ſecond, 
* where our opinion gf Xs 8 point is fully 

| . 6 «let . 


6 


ce 


ſet forth, and: the dorins See, throng is 
accordingly adopted by us. Nor, have we been 


« leſs injured by any, who have alledged, as if. by 


cc 


ce 


Chriſtian- Faith, or 


«ef 
60 
ce 
"1 
ce 
cc 
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ceived by Chriſt; and therefore, we dare not de- 


( 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
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ee a door to fellow 

. eſſentials of the 
. or even with 
Epiſcopalians, in their —— and mnfcrirnn 
ceremonies; or with Independents, in their 
lar notions of church-goverriment. While at the 
ſame time, we ſcruple not to affirm, becauſe we 
believe there are of both theſe denominations, who, 
froni the moſt ſatisfying marks, appear to be re- 


that Judgment, we A 
ſhip with the unſo 


ny them-z Though, when they join in communi- 


on with us, we do not Sener to them, bur they- | 


— us. | 


It is pirvendag) not he ſpirit, only, but this 


very letter of our Judgment, to ſay, that any lit- ; 


tle difference in our practice, relative to that point, 


ſubjected to cenſure : Members being left at liber- 


ty, to judge in particular circumſtances, what 
ſhould be moſt for edification. Or, in other words, 
that this our ſentence does not ſo bind't6 confor- 


mity, as that difference in opinion or practice, 


ſhould ' makg us decline communion, one with. 
another. 


« Upon the whole, the Synod think it their th 


to exhort thoſe under their inſpection, not to be 


ſoon ſtaggered by unfavourable reports that may 
be ſpread, either by the miſtaken, or the malici- 


* ous. To be on their guard againſt ſuch, as may 


zealouſly affect them, but not well; and that-they © 
preſerve the unity of the ſpirit, in the” band. * 
peace. ” | | de 


From theſe Terms of Communion, and the” ms 


* goon. us of them; I humbly think, the 


following | 


* > 


2% 


1 5 1 


| fullowing Deductions muſt appear undeniably FE 
| dem, to every unprejudiced mind - 
1. That the deſignation the framers of theſ n 
of Communion, take to themſelves, (The PRESB IV- 
ERV of RxLIxr) has nothing connected with, or 
flowing from it, that really ſavours of the name. 
It is not a Relief from the prevailing corruptious of 
the Church of Scotland, that the Preſbytery of Re- 
lief offer to their followers ; It being a well known 
fact, that their Communion- Table is as open to thoſe, 
Who ſit under the miniſtry of the very worſt Intrud - 
ers, as to their own people ; and that upon the at- 
teſtation of their Miniſters. And it is as certain, thoſe 
under the inſpection of the Preſbytery of Relief, afe. 
atteſted by their Miniſters, to join with, any in the, 
eſtabliſhed Church, they pleaſe. And 55 this means, 
there is no teſtimony given againſt the awful courſe 
of oppreſſing the Lord's heritage, by. thruſting in 
hirelings upon reclaiming congregations ;- nor againſt 
_ thoſe who ſubmit to the miniſtry of Intruders. 
It is not a relief from, or an antidote againſt lord- 
ly Prelacy, which, we have reaſon to fear, may yet ; 
overſpread the Covenanted lands of Britain and Ire- 
land. Nor. is it any ſecurity againſt the prevalence 
of Independent and Latitudinarian tenets, whereby 
the beautiful Order and Government, our Lord Je- 
ſus has appointed in the Church, is turned into An- 
archy and Confulion.— For they declare their readi- 
nels, to join in ſacramental fellowſhip, both with E- 
piſcopalians and Independents, whenever occaſion 
ſerves; and that, while chey avow, and profeſs them 
| ſelves to be ſo. 
1 The real Relief offered, if any chooſe to eſteem it 
11 as ſueh, is, a Relief and freedom from the yoke of 
J Chriſt. A freedom from the inviolable obligation 
; all ranks of perſons, in Britain and Ireland are un- - 


der by ſolemn oath, to cleave to all the truths of 
Chriſtt, 


Chrid; Vichout dividing) Wen inte And wat © 
 non-efſentials :=To cleave to all his: Ordinances, re- 
ſpecting worſhip, diſcipline and urban as con- 


tained in the divine Law and Teſtimony, and held 
forth therefrom, ' in the Weſtminſter "Confeſſion of 
Faith, and the other received ſtandards of the Church 
of Scotland: And 10 teſtify. in their places and ſtati- 
ons, againſt all contrary evils, and hereſies. It is a 
Relief and freedom, from being under any = 
of making an open and, explicite Profeſſion of 

neſs in the faith: And of lignifying their approbation . 
of any teſt of Orthodoxy, Fon from the ſcriptures, 
by the ſpiritual guides o the Church; however con- 
ſiſtent with, and clearly founded upon 1 * of 
God, the ſame may be. | 
Ibis is the Relief offered: But none can wall them. 7 
ſelves of it, but at the expence of robbing the Lord 
Jeſus, of the glory of an open teſtimony to his trurng; 
and their own ſouls, of a ſpecial Piece of Armour, 


againſt the cunning craftineſs of er as lie in wait 5 | 5 


to deceive. 

2. That the fabric of the Relief ie was rear. 
ed up without a foundation: And may juſtly be con- 
ſidered, as a Babel- building. The Preſbytery of Re- 
lief had been, for a conſiderable time, in a ſort of 
ſeparation from the Church of Scotland; before the 
Motion, to know their. Terms of Communion, was 
made. And all this time, the Builders did not un- 


derſtand one another. They who made the Motion, | : | 


knew not upon what footing they ſtood: Nor did 5 
they to whom it was made, know what anſwer to 


return; till recourſe was had to the calling of the 


Roll, and marking of the votes.— And thus, ſo far 
were their followers from knowing upon what terms 
they were admitted to Church-fellowſhip with them, - 
that they did not know it themſelves. How' conſiſt - 
ent this is, with their telling ns in their explanation 3 

B ſy”. 


7 k 


— 
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1 f no ſecret; Let any Judge: When it is evident, they 


„ 


n J.. Eo: 


they preſumed, their Opinion with reſpe& to that 


reat Article of the Communion of Saints, had been 


had no ſettled opinion concerning that point them- 


3. That the Preſbytery of Relief want to walk and 


? 


be followed in the dark. This is abundantly evident 
from what they acknowledge in their explanation; 


when they tell us, they were induced to give their 
Mind upon the Motion to know their terms of Com- 


munion; by the importunity of the two Brethren by 
whom the ſaid Motion was made. It was not from 


any deſign to let their followers know, upon what 
Terms of Communion they were to expect the en- 


joyment of Church -Privileges with them. But what 
account they have given of their Terms of Miniſte- 


rial and Chriſtian Communion, was, according to 


their own acknowledgment, extorted from them; by 
the mere dint of importunity, ſore againſt their in- 


clination. And, I made no doubt, however well the 
terms of Communion they have lighted upon ſuit 
their own taſte; and however well 


ſign, in an age wherein ſtrictneſs, either in Principle 


or Practice, is become ſo very unfaſhionable : I hat, 


was their opinion with reſpect to the Article of the 
Communion of Saints yet to declare, more impor- 
tunity would now be requiſite, in order to bring it 


forth: — As there are not wanting many of the beſt 


diſpoſed people among their followers, who declare; 
if they really knew the above to be their Terms of 


Communion, they could not continue in conjuncti- 


on with them; as they never meant, by breaking off 


from the eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, to join in 
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Chriſtian Communion but with ſuch as profeſs them 


ſelves Preſbyterians, $44.7 
N 3 4 4. That 


* 


they may be a- 
dapted to promote what ſeems to be their main de- 
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gative account we have of them, the Preſbytery tell 
us, their Principles do not allow them to hold Com- 
munion with ſuch as are unſound in the eſſentials 
of the Chriſtian Faith; particularly, by their Publi- 
cations to the world. But where is the Epiſcopalian, 
who is ſound in his publications to. the world on the 


4 That the above Terms of Communion are ſelfl. 
contradictory, doubtful and uncertain. - In the Ne. 


Head of Church-Government ; or the ner of 


performing divine worſhip, particularly in public; 


in ſo far as he has occaſion to touch upon. theſe 


Points? And how few are there, if any, of our Scot. 


tith Independents, who, even ſetting aſide their un- 


ſcriptural” notions of Church-Government, have not 


imbibed the many groſs and dangerous errors vent- 


ed, in that fulſome. Performance intituled Palæmon's 
Creed; and moſt judiciouſly laid open and confut- 


ed by the Reverend Mr David Wilſon in London, 


in his valuable Book intituled Palæmon's Creed Exa - 


mined ? Moreover, the above terms are moſt doubt- 


ful and uncertain. For, as to the diſtribution of di- 


vine truths into eſſentials and non- eſſentials, if the | 
Preſbytery of Relief have any certain and determi- 
nate ſenfe which they put upon theſe words, it is 


certain that none but they can be the wiſer for it: 
until they ſhall be pleaſed to favour us with a cata- 


logue of theſe principles of the Chriſtian Faith which 
are eſſential, on the one hand; and of thoſe which 


are not eſſential, on the other. To which end, if any - 


of them ſhall think good to make a motion, in order 
to ſtate the account: They will, it is preſumed, find 
it a work of time, before they, are agreed as to the 


juſtneſs of the diviſion. Nor, is this way of divid- , 


ick. the truths of God into eſſentials, c. more ſenſe · 


than impious and abſurd. F or, as it has no 
i if . word of God, ſo it has a moſt dan- 


hay tendency to make the ümpl and unwary be. 
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rant, that an appeal to the Turks Alcorn would f 
have been equally to the purpoſe ; though it is pro- 
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Ree; clit: there are in the faith once aber to the 
einne, truths, more or fewer, to which they are at 
 Iberty to pay very little, if any regard at all. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt makes no ſuch diviſion of his truths, 
in the charge he gives his miniſters concerning them; 
bat his peremptory commandment to them is, to teach 
Men all things, whatſoever he has commanded, Matt. 
XXvili. 19, 20. And it is only as they endeavour to 
do ſo, they have reafon to expect his preſence with 
them, and his bleſſing upon their labours. 

66 That it is agreeable only to the Principles of 
the Preſbytery of Relief, for Preſbyterians, Epiſco- 

lians, Independents, Sc. to join together in ſacra- 


| mental Fellowſhip. When the Roll was called, and 


the votes marked; we are told, the meeting found 
it agreeable to hold Communion with Epiſcopals and 


n But, to what did they find it agree- 


able? Not to the word of God; this is not ſo much 
as once pretended: which is ſo far honeſt. Not to 


the Principles of the Church of Scotland, particular- 


ly in her reforming times. But they have found it 


* agreeable to the Principles of the Prelbytery of Re · 


6e lief.“ And what theſe Principles really are, it is hard 
to ſay. Only, they muſt be ſuch as no profeſſed, 
Preſbyterians ever adopted before the Preſbytery of 
Relief. The retreat the Synod of Relief were forced 
to make to the 26th Chap. of the Weſtminſter Con- 
| felfion of Faith, can only be viewed as the beſt ex- 
pedient, that could be fallen upon for the time; to 


ſcreen them from the ſtorm raiſed againſt the 8 ynod, | 


yo Congregations and well-diſpoſed People, 
. deſign them in their Explanation, For- we 
N well ſuppoſe the Synod of Relief to be igno- 


bable, its 88 n. not have been quite ſo 
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handlome “. Even they who have but à very 5 SEES 
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of 


ficial acquaintance with the Weſtminſter Confeſlio 


r 


It is taken for 


bout the cauſe of Go, are therefore abjured in ſaid Covenant; it 


is entirely vain to ſeek for a foundation to the Relief Terms- of. © 
Communion, in that excellent compoſure, which was drawn up in 
proſecution of the ends of it. If the Synod of Relief can oy ap- 

aith, 


prove of the ſcope and deſign of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of 


and at the ſame time' take e into the boſom of their moſt 


intimate Chriſtian fellou· ſhip ; it will require a degree of dexterity to 


do it e eV that miuſt be looked upon as peculiar to themſelves: 
edge any thing from our” excellent Confeſſion 'of 
Faith as favouring the Relief Terms of Communion, is, on the mat- 


Moreover, to 


ter, to repreſent the Venerable Compilers of it as having acted di- 


realy inconſiſtent with th. e vow they came under before they began V 


to compole it. 


With reſpect to the ſeQions of the 26th chap. of the Confeſſion of 
Faith, to which the Synod! refer; whoever pleaſes may try if he can 
find any thing in the firſt that has the leſt reſpect to the above 


terms, either in ſound or ſenſe. But, we apprehend, ſection ſecond is 


the foundation, upon which the Synod pretend to lay their unweildy  * 
ſtructure: And, particularly, thoſe words in it: * Saints by profeſſion = _ 
« are bound to maintain an holy fellowſhip and Communion in the wor- 
« ſhip of Go D; which Communion, as God offereth opportunity, is to 
« be extended unto all thoſe who, in every place, call on the name of 
ce the LoxDd JESUS.“ The argument from theſe words, in favour of 
the Relief Terms, muſt run thus : „N Independents, and thoſe 
n 


who are only for holding by the eſfentials of the Chriſtian Faith, call 


upon the name of JESUS H; and therefore we ought to extend Sacra- : 
mental fellowſhip to them all. But let it be obſerved, that the de- 


ſigning Chriſtians in way races iy as call upon the name of the 


Lo xD JEtsus, always ſuppoſes their profeſſing their faith in him as 


their Saviour and Redeemer ; their ſubjecting their conſtiences to him 


in all his offices; their ſubmitting to all his laws, ordinauees and inſti» 


tutions;. and their hearty endeayouring, through grace, to depart from - 
all iniquity, both in matters of faith and practice. If the Synod are 


really of the mind, that they ought to join in Sacramental ellowſhip 


with all thoſe who in ſome ſort call upon the name of the Lonp ' 

Jzsvus ; they need not heſitate, as oecaſion ſerves, to join in Communi-' _ 

on with the Ghoſtly Fathers of the Church of Rope: And indeed, if ES 
gelen ſcheme, con- 


the Synod of Relief keep by the thread of their 


cerning Church Communion, it will infalliably land them into the 1 


— 


2 anted, that ſuch as are in any meaſure acquaint- 
ed with the Weſt r Confeſſion of Faith, cannot but know at the \ 
ſame time, that it was compoſed in proſecution of the ends and de- 
ſign of the Solemn League and Covenant; as is declared by the Aſ-. 
ſembly at Edinhurgh, Auguſt, 27th 1647, Seſſ. 23. in their act ap- 
proving the ſame. As both Prelacy, and a deteſtable neuterality a- 
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of Faith cannot but know, that nothing is more in- 


conſiſtent either with the ſpirit or letter of it, than to 
give the leaſt countenance to ſuch a promiſcuous ad- 


' miſſion to ſealing Ordinances, as the Relief Terms of 


Communion lay a foundation for. And, as we have 
no reaſon to apprehend, we ſhould have heard any 


thing of that excellent Compoſure from the Synod of 


Relief, in ſettling their terms of Communion, if the 
above-mentioned ſtorm had not been raiſed ; ſo the al- 
ledging any part of it in ſupport of the Relief Scheme, 
is but at beſt. a moſt ſhameful forcing it into the field 
againſt itſelf, ly 8 5 


1 : YO 
6. That although the Synod of Relief have agreed 


upon the above Terms of Communion as a Synod, 
yet, - conſidered as individuals, it is warrantable for 


them to act in conformity thereto or not. Hence 


they tell us in their explanation, This our ſentence 


& does not ſo bind to Conformity, as that difference 


«© jn Opinion or Practice ſhould make us decline 
© Communion one with another,” This is a de- 


claration of Relief indeed! and by it, every man is 
left to do what is right in his own eyes: and the Spirit 


of the Prophets, is no more ſubject to the Prophets. 


One would have readily thought, that if the Synod 
of Relief really believed their Terms of Communion 
were founded in the word of God; though they 


ſhould not have given univerſal ſatisfaction aue. 


their people, they would nevertheleſs have adopte 


the language of the Apoſtle, Philip. iti, 16. Ne. 
c yertheleſs, whereunto we have already atained, 


4 Jet us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 


6e thing.“. But, in place of any thing of this kind, 


every Miniſter of Relief is left to make ſuch terms of 
communion as he may judge beſt: Or may be moſt 


adapted to the inclination of the People he is more 


immediately connected with. This is a Liberty, grea- 
ter than which no heart can poſſibly deſire: Tho? it 
| WEE | is, 
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is, at the ſame time, a Liberty that conſiderate minds 
muſt certainly. loath; as ſavouring of nothing but a 

Jeſuitical ſhifting from one thing to another, as may 

beſt ſuit the Uns. „„ ͤ 3%” 

7. According to the Relief Terms of Communion, 
our worthy anceſtors, who, in our late perſecuting 
Period, reſiſted unto blood ſtriving againſt lordly 
Prelacy,—died as fools, and ſhed their blood in vain... 
Any who pleaſe to conſider the hiſtory of the Period 
referred to, will eaſily ſee ; that had our ſufferers been 
of the ſame mind with the Synod of Relief, they had 
ſaved their lives, whatever had become of the truth. 

8. That although Epiſcopacy and Independency 
have no foundation in the word of God, which even 
the Synod of Relief ſeem to grant: yet, according to 
them, it is lawful, yea, a neceſſary duty; for Preſby- 
terians to receive them, viz, Epilcopalians and Inde- 

| pendents, into ſacramental communion with them, 
| as occaſion ſerves. Provided the Epiſcopalian is ſa- 
tisfied to leave the Organs behind him, and for the 
; time is pleaſed to fit inſtead of kneeling at the ſa- 
t crament; though he is ready to embrace both 
Vith the firſt opportunity: And, provided the Inde- 
pendent is pleaſed, for the time to paſs from his 
Charitable Embraces, &c. at diſmiſſing the Congre- 
gation, until he returns again to his own little ſo. _ 
ciety. This appears to be what the Synod mean, 
when they tell us in their Explanation: They have 
© begn injured by ſuch as alledge they had, in piv- 
ing their Judgment upon the Article of the Com- 
“ munion of Saints, opened a door for Communion 
«« with the immoral, or even with Epiſcopals in their 
& hierarchy and unſcriptura} Ceremonies ; or, with 
« Independents, in their peculiar notions of Church 
„Government. While at the ſame time (ſay they) 
« we ſcruple not to affirm, becauſe we believe there 
are of both thole denominations, who, from 'the - 
6 g LOTS ce moſt j 


* 
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. moſt ſatisfying marks, appear to be received by 
„ Chriſt; and therefore we dare not deny them: 
% Tho”, when they join in Communion with us, we 

„ do not conform to them but they to us.” This 

is ſuch a diſtinction about Epiſcopaliaus and Inde- 
pendents conforming to - Preſbyterians, and Preſby- 

terians not- conforming to them, while they all ſit at 

one Communion Table; as if it can ſerve any pur- 

. poſe at all, other than to beguile unftable ſouls, muſt 

deſtroy the- very nature of Sacramental Communion : 

- Unleſs we can ſuppoſe the Communion of Saints to 

laſt no longer than the Communion Table is drawn. 

And, as to what the Synod obſerves, that the Epiſ- 

> copalians Independents, and with whom they can 
join mult have fatisfying marks of their being re-. 
_ - ceived by Chriſt ; though we make no doubt there 
are both Epiſcopalians and Independents who be- 
long to the houſhold of faith, and are not without 
ſatisfying marks that they do ſo: Yet, as Epiſcopacy 
and Independency have no foundation in the word 
of God; while men go about ſtrenuouſſy to ſupport 
either of them, to the ſubverting of the Order and 
Government the Lord Jeſus has appointed in his own 
- houſe ; they do, for the time, wan ſuch marks of being 
received by him, as none who believes Preſbyterial 
-Church Government to be of- divine appointment 
can lawfully join in Communion with them. More- 
over it often ſo falls out, that ſome who have. ſa- 
tisfying marks of the true Chriſtian do, through 
remaining corruption, ſnares of the world and 
. temptations of Satan, fall ſo far from their duty, 
both in Principle and Practice; as that they cannot 
be admitted to ſealing ordinances, until the ſcandal 
is purged. Even a Miriam, when ' ſhe tranſgreſſed 
againſt the Lord and Mofes, behoved for a time to 
be put without the camp; and yet, who will refuſe 


but the had the moſt fatisfying marks of being re“ 


e 


e e 
eived by Chriſt? But, according to the Relief Terms 


dy þf Communion, —Church-Diſcipline, and binding and 
ve Pooling by that Ordinance, is to. be laid aſide altoge - 
his tber. For if they admit that Church · Piſcipline is an 
ya rdinance of Chriſt, they cannot refuſe that it is in- 


orrection and chaſtiſement of hi 8 
uſt Fefractory and rebellious. 


9. That all ſuch as ſhall preſume to ſpeak any 


he Synod ſhall be pleaſed to judge ſound in the eſſen - 


either in a fatal miſtake, or elſe they are to be conſi- 


re f | We, a e to be conſi 
\e. Nered as under the power and influence of a malici - 
ar Pas ſpirit. This is moſt evidently what the Synod's 


people under their charge: Upon the whole, the 


nſpection, not to be ſoon ſtaggered by unfavourable 
eports that may be ſpread, either. by the miſtaken'or 


eyond expreſſion ! That men, who would be conſi- 
lered as reformers, or at leaſt as oppoſers of the fur- 


re-. | | by 
ſa-iſing Church, ſhould. ever have gone ſuch a ſhameleſs _ 
oh Wength, and particularly in a judicative capacity; as to 
nd {Pronounce all either ignorant or malicious, who de- 
ty, lare againſt the warrantableneſs of receiving Epiſco- 


ing by what they term the eſſentials of the Chriſtian 
fed faith, into Miniſterial and Chriſtian communion: 
to While it is moſt glaringly evident (whatever may be 


uſel {21d of the men) none can ſo, join with them, without, 


re Jet the ſame time, homologating that | profeſſion. and 


Ititute by him— particularly with an eye to ſuch as 
Jy - \ 1 „ 1 ' N . > White 
„ pave the marks of being received by him: Or for che 
own children, when 


hing faconliſtent with, or that does not bear a fäa- 
ourable aſpect to, the Relief darling ſcheme of join- 
il. Ing Epiſcopalians, Independents, and whoever elſe 


ials of the Chriſtian faith, in one Communion, are 


>xhortation muſt. mean, when they thus addreſs the 


Synod think it their duty, to exhort thoſe under their 
he malicious.” It may juſtly be thought ſtrange, even 7 


her progreſs of defection in a back-ſliding and apoſta- 


alians, Independents, and ſuch as are only for hold- 


mode 


3 


7 ; 


We command you, brethren, in the name of ou 


all, who at any time have, or now do oppoſe them 


mode of religion they avow themſelves to be of; anc 
- Which has no foundation in the word of God. 7-0 
But the Synod perhaps have not been aware, how 
much their exhortation has in it. For it really car 
ries in it a moſt e e unchriſtian reflection upo 


ſelves to Epiſcopaſy; That wild gourd, that neve 
grew in Scotland, but when it was ſocked and nou 
riſhed with the blood of the ſaints of the Moſt High 
And Independency, whereby the unity of the Catho 
lic Church viſible is broken; and one ſpecial mean of 
Either preſerving the Church from, or purging out 
hereſies and ſcandals, which may at any time creep i 
among her miniſters and members, is, totally take 
away. 2 | Kaas | 


But, what is till worſe, the Holy Ghoſt is reflected 


upon; his peremptory charge to Chriſtians being,j 


That they withdraw themſelves from ſuch as walk dif- 
orderly. Hence faith the Apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. iti, 6. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw yourſelves 
« from every brother that walketh diſorderly.” © As 
It is evident then, from what has been already ſaid, 
and even granted by the Synod of Relief, that Epiſ- 
copalians and Independents, while they do both in 
principle and practiſe trample upon the order and go- 
vernment Chriſt has appointed in his Church, and ſub- 
ſtitute another in its room; with all ſuch as make 
light of any part of divine truth, or profeſs the war. 
rantableneſs of others doing ſo; are, for the time, walk- 
ing diforderly : So by virtue of the expreſs command- 
ment of the Holy Ghoſt, they are to be withdrawn 
from and avoided. | W hile at the ſame time, in bearing 
our teſtimony againſt what is culpable, either in their 
principles or practiſe, and. withſtanding them to the 
face becauſe they are to be blamed; we are to wiſh 
well to their perſons, and not ceaſe to pray for their 

recovery from the error of their way. 3 
| 10. That 
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4. 10. That ſuch a8 W endeavour to break the, 
"Jnare the Synod of Relief have laid on Mizpab, and 

The net they have ſpread on 1 abor,—whereby unwary 
Puls are in hazard of being intangled, and led back. 
again to the ſpiritual Egyptof 9 — which 
and Popery their is but a narrow ditch to leap; are 
t may be zealouſly affecting their people, but not well. 
Hence they are exhorted“ to be on their guard 
© againſt ſuch as zealouſly affect them, but not Yell.” 
As this exhortation muſt no doubt be taken in con- 
ection with the. premiſes, or the terms of Commus 
ion the - Synod have thought good to go into: By 
uch as they think may perhaps zealoully affect their 
eople, but not well we are doubtleſs to underſtand 
ach as would deſire to ſee them and others embrac - 
ng all the truths, ordinances and inſtitutions of Chriſt. 


| 


= eſpecting doctrine, diſcipline, worſhip and governs | 
ey ent; as the ſame are contained in the divine law, and 


eld forth in the ſubordinate ſtandards of the Church 
pf Scotland; which all ranks in Britain and Ireland are 
nder obligations the moſt ſolemn to cleave nnto, and 
n their places and tations to oppoſe and teſtify againſt ' 
every contrary hereſy and evil. To point out hes 


we hings as duty, even to ſuch as would {till be thought - 

5 in Preſbyterians, is, in the judgment of the Synod. to 
„fed chem not well. But we, make no fcruple to ſay, 

Xa becauſe we believe, when the Lord ſhall build up 

eon, and, in ſo doing, appear to men in his glory; 

are will make it apfrear, whether it be affecting the ge- 

oY eration well to exhort them to ſay a confederacy to 


he ſuperſtitions Church of England, to thoſe of In- 
dependent and Latitudinarian Principles; and ſuch as 
are only for making any account of thoſe truths, the 
knowledge and belief of which is to be reckoned 
eHabſolutel) neceſſary to ſalvation: Or, if to exhort and 
00 beſeech the generation to embrace, hold by and cleave 
to the DR once wed in theſe u and 
| yor 


' _ means to be preſerved in the bond of peace. This 
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not to folfer thbiſelves to be again carhnaled with 
the yoke! of Prelatic and Popiſh ſlavery, to which 
their going into the above terms of Communion has 
the moſt native and direct tendency to lead them z- be 
not in truth to affect them, in agreeableneſs to the 
apoſtolic exhortation, Gal. v. 1, © Stand faſt there- 
“ fore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt. hath made us 
ce free, and be not entangled ain with the io ol 
e bondage.” 
11. That for profeſſed Preſbyterians to agree with 
Epiſcopoliane” and Independents, about giving up with 
that form of order and} government the Lord Jeſus 
haas inſtituted in the Church; and to conſent to thoſe 
who are only for holding by what the Synod call the 
eſſentials of "the - Chriſtian Faith, (though they have 
not told us what the eſſentials are); is to be conſider- 
ed às the unity of the Spirit, and therefore by all 


part of the Synod's exhortation is ſo laid, as that 
their people are ſuppoſed to have no reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe, but that for Preſbyterians, Epiſcopalians, Inde- 
ndenks, and all ſuch as are only for the eſſentials of 
the Chriſtian Faith, to unite together in Church Fel. 
lowſhip and Communion, and that while they reſpec- 
tively profeſs themſelves to be of theſe different per. 
ſuaſions,—is the unity of the Spirit. But ſo far is it 
from being the unity of the Spirit, which is unity in 
the truth; that its an union about the burial of truth: 
And that not only of theſe truths which reſpect the 
order and government of the Church, but alſo of eve- 
ry other truth which is not reckoned an eſſential of 
the Chriſtian faith; either by the Synod, or thoſe who 
are ſuppoſed to hold the. eſſentials; for, we are not 
told who are to be the judges in this matter, The 
above is therefore no: ſuch union as the Spirit of God 
is, or can be either the adthor or approver of: Nor 


can i it oy . without reproaching him; that he is 
ä | |  exhorting 
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ee ary, either to go into it, or PR EN to | 
preſerve it in the bond of peace. No; it is ſuch an 
union as has nothing to do with true peace. Peace ies 
lovely, and for brethren tp dwell in unity is pleaſant: 
But however deſüreable it is, it may, and often has: 
been purchaſed too dear; and this is always the caſe, 
when men procure and ſtudy to maintain Royer at 
the expence of truth. © Ws 
The order in which the Holy Ghoſt, in „ S 
recommends truth and peace to our eſteem and re- 
gard, is moſt obſervable; he gives truth the prece- 
dency, James iii. 17. cc The wiſdom that is from above: 
is firſt pure, then peaceable.“ There are caſes, 
wherein peace may be given up with; and theſe oc- 
cur, whenever we are laid under the neceſſity either 
to quite with truth or peace. Thus the Holy Ghoſt 
Intimates that there may be caſes, wherein the friends 
of truth will find it impoſſible to maintain peace with: 
theſe among whom they dwell z' hence is-thatiexhor-; 
tation, Rom. xii. 18. If it be poſſible, as much as 
< lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.“ But 
there is no ſuppoſeable caſe, in which we are to give 
up with truth; we are ever exhorted in Scripture, to- 
hold by it at all hazards, and earneſtly to nen lor 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints. 
Upon the whole, though it may 3 to ſand: 
harſh with ſome, » I cannot view it in another light, 
than a judgment from God upon a. generation, who, 
are already far funk and Ken into the mire of a- 
poſtacy, both in Principle and Practice, from the Re- 
formation once attained t6 in this land; that he has 
permitted a ſet of men to ariſe among us, to pro- 
claim a liberty to backſlide more and more. And 
may juſtly be viewed, as in part, the _ 
that threatening, Iſa. xxvili. 11, 12.“ For with ſtam- 
„ mering lips, and another tongue, will 1 ſpeak tay 
6“ this N To whom he ſaid, this is the reſt 
| '& Where with 
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4 wherewith- ye may cauſe. the weary to reſt, SA 
this is the” refreſhing; yet they would not hk. ” 


When what is obſerved, as above, is duly conſider- 
ed. the duty of all who would defire to be faithful 
to the Lord Jeſus, dutiful to their own ſouls, and 
friendly to a”: enerations yet to ariſe ; appears evi- 
dently to be, That they be on their guard againſt 


taking up loofe and unſcriptural notions concern] 


\ the Truths of Chriſt and the Communion of Saints. 


That they diligently ſearch the Scriptures ; with a 
humble dependence on the Spirit of God, for the 


.* ſaving underſtanding of them. That they carefully 


mh the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith; with the 


Catechiſms, Larger and Shorter: which, through the 


bleſſing of God, will prove a ſpecial mean againſt their 
being carried away with the diverſe and ſtrange doc- 
trines Which are taught by many in this degenerate 
age. That they join the wiſdom of the ſerpent with 
the ſimplicity of the dove, in being on their guard a- 

ainſt ſuch doctrine as appears calculate of deſign to 
fit the taſte of a luke warm generation; who can nei- 
ther endure ſtrictneſs in profeſſion, nor yet in practice: 


while it is, at the ſame time, diſeminate by thoſe, for 


the moſt part, who were once appearing on the ſide 
of the Reformation Principles of the Church of Scot- 


land; and have turned their backs upon them, for 


ſuch reaſons as I ſhall leave to themſelves to conſider 
6f.—That they beware of entertaining light thoughts 
of any part of divine truth: or thinking any of the 
Ordinances of Chriſt, for Worſhip, Diſcipline, or Go- 
vernment,—of ſmall moment. There is no making light 
of any truth or ordinance of Chriſt, but has in ir a 
making light of himſelf ; who is the centre of truth, 
and for whoſe honour and glory every divine Ordi- 


nance is appointed. That they ſtudy acquaintance with 


every truth, as it is in Jeſus. Seek vital union with 
his Perſon by faith : And thus ſeeing him as their 
„ r own, 


love him, and the truth for his ſake, growing up in 
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own, and all divine truth centrin 


in him; they will 


him in all things; they will walk in the truth, cleav- 
ing to it with purpoſe of heart, in the Principles, 
Profeſſion, and Practice thereof: And oppoſing, as 
they have a call and opportunity in providence, what 
ſoever is contrary to ſound doctrine and the power 


of godlineſs. 3 
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ERRATUM. PxxFACE, page 1. line 8. for as read who. 
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